
 
Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
  
As co-chairs of the Global Memories Working Group within the Memory Studies 
Association, we are delighted to invite you to submit abstracts for one or two panels 
at the next annual conference of the MSA in Madrid (June 25-28, 2019).   
  
As we explore the concept of ‘global memories’, we are interested in the diverse and 
multidirectional ways in which memories travel across the globe; memories that exist 
across local, transcultural, transnational and planetary scales. We are interested in 
submissions that consider questions along – although by no means exclusively 
limited to – the following lines: 

• Are there memories with globalizing tendencies and how do they look like? 
• How are ideas, objects and events remembered across societies and 

cultures? 
• How do memories change when they are transferred into new contexts? 
• What are the relationships between local contexts and what might 

problematically be defined as ‘global memories’? 
• Are ‘global memories’ inevitably tied up in tendencies to universalize and 

homogenise discrete acts of remembrance into generalized norms, templates 
and frameworks? 

• How are social, technological or natural processes involved in globalizing 
memory tendencies? 

• What are the geographical and temporal scales of global memory dynamics? 

The present condition is characterized by increased dynamics of economic 
exchange, migration and communication around the globe. These dynamics also 
impact the social, material and media practices of remembrance. Memories are 
created, disseminated and circulated on larger scales than ever before. We would 
like to invite discussions that analyse these globalizing dynamics in their temporal 
and spatial dimensions as well as their social, material and media practices.  
 
Proposals for conference presentations should include a title, an abstract of no more 
than 250 words and a short bio of 100 words. 
 
They should be sent to John, Madeleine and Jarula at johnnjenga@gmail.com, 
madeleine.scherer@me.com and jarula.wegner@gmail.com. 
 
Since the general submission closes on 1 October, we would need to have your 
proposals by 14 September 2018. The MSA will send out acceptance letters in 
January 2019. 
 
Kind regards, 
John Njenga Karugia, Madeleine Scherer & Jarula Wegner 
Working Group  Global Memories 
 


